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12 M. Lambeck, Spirit Possession/Spirit Succession: Aspects of Social Continuity 

among Malagasy Speakers in Mayotte, American Ethnologist, Vol. 15, No. 4, (Nov., 
1988), 710-731. 
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Danijel  Sinani 
 

THE LIFE CYCLE OF A RITUAL 
 
This paper is concerned with the processes of inheritance and transmission 

of ritual roles in the "rusalje" ritual. Its rapid expansion and adoption in the 
neighboring regions are interpreted, followed by an analysis of the reasons 
and circumstances of the decline in the ritual’s significance and the 
disappearance of its most characteristic form.  

 
Key words: "rusalje" ritual, roles transmission, expansion of ritual, 

quantitative reduction, degeneration  
 
 
 


